
European Studies – Marking Scheme – Form 4 Secondary – 2015                                                                    Page 1 of 7

DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 4                           EUROPEAN STUDIES                MARKING SCHEME

PART I                                                                                                                                   (Total: 51 marks)

Candidates are to choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer all the questions in the chosen 
sections.

The answers in the marking scheme are just indicative and any other possible and valid answers are to 
be accepted.

Question Mark Answer
Section 1 − 
Power and 
People
1.1 2 Human rights are universal because they belong to every person 

irrespective of his or her nationality, colour, ethnic origin, 
language, gender, religion, age, and political ideology. 

1.2 2 Human rights are considered to be interdependent and 
interrelated because the fulfilment of one right often depends on 
the fulfilment of other rights.  For example, the fulfilment of the 
right to health depends on the fulfilment of the right to education 
and the right to information.

1.3 1 It was adopted in 1950.
1.4 8  Millions of people have been killed in wars and armed 

conflict;
 Genocide, for example the Holocaust, left millions of 

people deprived of the right to life;
 Thousands of people are being killed in present times as a 

result of terrorist attacks;
 Abortion is the denial of the child’s inherent right to life 

and has resulted in many pre-born babies being killed.
2.1 4 (1,1,1,1) False

False
False
True

Total: 17
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Section 2 − 
Economic 
Development 
and Changes 
in Europe
1.1 2 The country is poor or economically less developed.
1.2 8 Cyprus

Ayia Napa is a resort at the far eastern end of the southern coast 
of Cyprus which is very popular with tourists.  Its phenomenal 
weather and sandy beaches has transformed this fishing village 
into a favourite European party-holiday destination like Ibiza, 
Rimini and Mykonos.

Students can also mention a different resort in Cyprus, such as 
Paphos, Larnaca, Limassol and Troodos.

Malta
Resorts in Malta are plentiful.  Most of the seaside resorts in 
Malta and Gozo are typical Mediterranean resorts with a variety 
of hotels and other types of accommodation, restaurants and bars.  
St Julian’s is a popular tourist resort in Malta.  It flows with 
tourists especially during the summer months.  Originally a 
fishing village, it was later transformed into a summer residence 
area for wealthy Maltese people.

Students can also mention a different resort in Malta, such as 
Buġibba, Qawra, St Paul’s Bay, Sliema and Xlendi or 
Marsalforn in Gozo.

2.1 2 (½,½,½,½) Students should mention four multinational companies, such as:
Adidas, Apple, BMW, British Airways, Coca-Cola, Dell, Enel, 
Honda, HSBC, IBM, IKEA, Isuzu, LG, Marriott, McDonald’s, 
Microsoft, Nintendo, Nokia, Philips, Royal Dutch Shell, Sony, 
Starbucks and Vodafone.

2.2 5  They create wealth and jobs;
 They help raise expectations of what is possible in a 

country;
 Because of their size, they can lower costs and prices for 

consumers;
 Their large profits can be used for research and 

development in that country;
 They ensure minimum standards in that country.

Total: 17
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Section 3 – 
Demographic 
and Social 
Realities 
1.1 1 Irregular immigrants.
1.2 2 It is a group of people of a particular race and nationality living 

in a country where the majority of the people are from a different 
race or nationality.

1.3 4  There is a risk that they do not find employment and fall 
below the poverty line;

 The live in constant fear and danger of being deported;
 They often face racial prejudice and end up being paid 

less than the locals;
 They encounter problems when searching for 

accommodation;
 They are separated from their family members;
 They cannot apply for social security benefits.

1.4 4  Job vacancies and skill gaps can be filled;
 Economic growth can be maintained;
 It offers solutions to the problems brought about by an 

ageing population;
 Host countries are enriched by the cultural diversity.

2.1 6 (2,2,2) Worker participation is a process by which employees become 
involved in one or more aspects of organisational decision-
making at their place of work.

Collective bargaining is a process of negotiation between 
employers and a group of employees aimed at reaching 
agreements to regulate working conditions.

Working conditions are the conditions in which an individual 
works.  These include level of pay, leave entitlement, access to 
training etc.

Total: 17
Section 4 − 
Europeans and 
their 
Environment
1.1 6 (3,3) Students should point out the main features of two of these types 

of climate:

The Mediterranean climate is the climate typical of the lands in 
the Mediterranean Basin.  The majority of the regions with a 
Mediterranean climate have relatively mild winters and very 
warm summers.

The Continental climate is characterised by important annual 
variation in temperature due to the lack of substantial bodies of 
water nearby.
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The Oceanic climate is the climate typical of the west coasts at 
the middle latitudes of most continents.  It generally features 
warm, but not hot, summers and cool, but not cold, winters with 
a relatively narrow annual temperature range.

The Subarctic climate is a type of climate that consists of brief, 
warm summers and long and very cold winters.  The Subarctic 
climate is only found in the Northern Hemisphere.

1.2 2  The design, operation and planning of transport systems 
depend, to a large extent, on climate change and variability;

 Climate change increases the frequency and intensity of 
extreme weather events which can cause delays, disruptions 
and damage to land, air and water transport systems.

1.3 3  The physical environment provides the essential background 
for all human activity on Earth;

 The physical processes on Earth create constant change;
 Understanding how physical systems work can influence the 

choices people make about where they live, the types of 
buildings they construct, the communication networks they 
develop and the way they conduct their lives.

2.1 6  Agriculture and farming are highly dependent on specific 
climate conditions;

 Changes in the frequency and severity of droughts and floods 
could pose challenges for farmers;

 Climate change could make it more difficult to grow crops 
and raise animals;

 Warmer temperatures may make many crops to grow 
quicker, reducing the amount of time that seeds need to grow 
and mature;

 Crops are very important for food supply and, therefore, 
climate change can have a detrimental effect on the supply of 
food;

 Heat waves could also threaten livestock.
Total: 17

Section 5 −
Cultural 
Heritage
1.1 10  The Greeks were capable of building by stone and marble 

without using cement;
 The Parthenon was a very important temple dedicated to 

Athena, the goddess of war;
 This temple was built using 50 Doric columns;
 The walls of the temple are all sculpted with several 

different war scenes;
 Ancient Greek architecture showed world dominance 

during the Greek era;
 Its influence continued during later times especially the 

Renaissance period;
 Architecture of the Ancient Roman Empire is also 

considered to be one of the most impressive of all times;
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 The Romans had a fine selection of monuments in the city  
of Rome;

 Their architecture was heavily influenced by the ancient 
Greek architecture;

 It made frequent use of the Corinthian column which the 
Greeks had invented;

 The Colosseum provides an example of Roman  
architecture at its finest;

 It used to host gladiatorial combats and shows of animal 
hunts.

2.1 3 Baroque art is characterised by great drama, by rich and deep 
colour and the effect of chiaroscuro.  It emphasises the moment 
when the action was occurring.

2.2 2 (1,1) i. The Beheading of St John the Baptist
ii. St Jerome Writing

3.1 2 Led Zeppelin
17

PART II                                                                                                                   (Total: 34 marks)

Candidates are to choose any TWO questions and write in essay form.                                 

Question Mark Answer
Section 1 − 
Power and 
People

17 (14,3) Students should mention any five of these rights and explain how 
EU citizens can benefit from them:

 The right to work;
 The right to just conditions of work;
 The right to safe and healthy working conditions;
 The right to a fair remuneration;
 The right to collective bargaining;
 The right of children and young persons to protection;
 The right of employed women to maternity protection;
 The right to vocational training;
 The right to social security;
 The right to social and medical assistance;
 The right to benefit from social welfare services;
 The right of the family to social, legal and economic 

protection;
 The right of persons with disabilities to independence, social 

integration and participation in the life of the community;
 The right to information and consultation;
 The right to equal opportunities to men and women.
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Section 2 − 
Economic 
Development 
and Changes 
in Europe

17  The Union for the Mediterranean is a unique institution which 
brings together 43 countries (28 EU member states and 15 
Southern and Eastern Mediterranean countries).

 It focuses on delivering concrete regional cooperation 
projects in six priority areas;

 These areas are higher education, civil and social affairs, 
transport and urban development, water and environment, 
energy and business development;

 This institution enhances the cooperation and partnership in 
the Euro-Mediterranean region through the implementation of 
projects that have a meaningful impact on people’s lives;

 The member states of this institution have their own 
Parliamentary Assembly called the Union for the 
Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly.

Section 3 − 
Demographic 
and Social 
Realities

17  Countries have the challenge of protecting vulnerable groups 
from racism, prejudices and discrimination;

 They need to give newcomers a fair treatment;
 There is a competition for jobs among the locals and the 

foreigners which can result in unemployment, poverty and 
xenophobia;

 This, in turn, can result in conflicts between the different 
races;

 Migrants have been known to send money home to their 
families.  This is detrimental to the economy as circulating 
money is taken out of the system and sent to a foreign 
economy;

 Migrants are often paid low wages and end up living in areas 
of poor housing and encounter problems of inner cities;

 The language barrier may also be a challenge to the 
integration of foreigners into the country;

 Racial discrimination may also result in countries which have 
a high presence of ethnic minorities.

Section 4 −  
Europeans 
and their 
Environment

17  The Mediterranean Diet is one of the world’s healthiest ways 
of eating;

 It includes healthy fats, whole foods, and less red meat than 
the average North American diet contains;

 It is based on moderation and balance;
 It includes frequent servings of fish and poultry, a wide 

variety of grains and legumes, and good olive oil;
 It emphasizes the consumption of plant-based foods such as 

fruits and vegetables;
 It uses herbs and spices instead of salt to flavour foods;
 It states that red wine can be taken in moderation;
 It is a diet which all the family can follow;
 The Mediterranean Diet is associated with a reduced risk of 

death from heart disease and cancer;
 It has been estimated that about 30% of heart attacks, strokes 

and deaths from heart disease can be prevented in people at 
high risk if they switch to a Mediterranean Diet.
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Section 5 − 
Cultural 
Heritage

17  Cyprus is a former British colony which became independent 
in 1960;

 After attaining independence, the Greek Cypriots carried out 
a coup d’etat in order to unite with Greece, but this attempt 
failed;

 In 1974, following years of violence between Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots, Turkey invaded and occupied a third of the 
island;

 The Turkish troops remained on the island occupying the 
northeastern part of the island;

 In 1983, Turkish Cypriots proclaimed the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus which is recognised only by Turkey;

 In March 2008, the wall that had cut across Ledra Street in 
the heart of Nicosia and was seen as a symbol of division was 
brought down;

 Currently, the Republic of Cyprus is part of the EU while 
Northern Cyprus is not recognised as a state;

 The Cyprus question is seen as a very important issue in the 
Turkish negotiations to join the EU;

 EU states have made it clear that if Turkey wants to join the 
EU it has to give up Northern Cyprus.

                         Total: 85 marks
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